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Erik’s tips: 
 

Choosing scraps for these blocks should be fun! We decided to make ours out of the same few 

fabrics so that they would be similar and easy to spot as the same block. We randomly sewed 

the Blue scraps, but always had the same fabric touching the center C square; the Beige scrap 

squares were also sewn randomly. You can do likewise if you want, however your scraps may 

warrant a different placement! Do not hesitate to play around as you may have done with early 

blocks...that is half of the fun in making the blocks. You may also choose to make each one of 

your four blocks differently!  
 

At first the 1 1/2-inch squares may seem a tad small to work with. If you have trouble sewing 

small pieces like these, try cutting them larger and trimming the entire A unit to 2 1/2-inches 

square once it is sewn! These blocks are sewn together in three rows like a Nine-Patch con-

struction. Check our on-line tutorial if you need help. Each block should measure 6 1/2-inches 

square, 6-inches once it is sewn into the quilt.  

 

Notes about our Thrifty Blocks: 
 

The Kansas City Star newspaper named this block in December of 1939. It is a simple block 

that uses only two sizes of squares to complete the design. Its simplicity and cleverness makes it 

an easy block to use up a myriad of scraps one may have on hand. It is an easy block that turns 

out well for even a beginning quilter. 
 

When putting together our pattern, we decided not to modify these blocks. We found while 

playing with different fabrics that the block was at its best left as is, opting instead to simply use 

scraps at random. Breaking down the patches into smaller scrappier units would only compli-

cate the design and make it difficult to discern...and the pieces a bit small to comfortably sew. 

These small blocks retain, not only their scale to the rest of the quilt, but also their simplistic 

charm. We couldn’t think of a better block to truly represent “A penny saved is a penny 

earned”! We hope you find the same. 

 

More from Poor Richard and Benjamin Franklin: 
 

Well done is better than well said. 

Fish and visitors stink after three days. 

Observe all men; thyself most. 

No gains without pains. 

A true friend is the best Possesion. 

Beware of little Expenses: a small leak sinks a great ship. 

To err is human, to repent divine; to persist devilish. 

A lie stands on one leg, Truth on two. 

Ne’er take a Wife till thou hast a house (and a fire) to put her in. 

Haste makes waste. 
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