
 

First Published  February 2013 ©     erikhomemade.typepad.com®  

®  

 quilt     craft     cook    create Constructing the block, cont: 
 

For the B units, sew together 4 Beige scrap  2 1/2-inch squares four-patch style, pressing the 

seams opposite. Repeat with remaining Beige scrap 2 1/2-inch squares for a total of 4 B units. 

 

 

 

 

For the center C unit, make as the B unit above, using the 4 2 1/2-inch Blue scrap squares. 

Make 1 center C unit. 
 

Assemble the block center in three rows following the diagram on page 2, paying careful atten-

tion to the placement of each A unit; the Red will be in the center of the block. Your block 

should measure 12 1/2-inches square. 

 

Erik’s tips: 
 

This block goes together like a large nine-patch block. Each unit in the block measure 4 1/2-

inches square before being sewn in rows. Squaring  each unit before sewing the rows together 

always keeps your block true to size and square. Simple matching of each corner will ensure a 

beautiful finished block. You may find that you need to re-press a seam here and there to get the 

seams to nest; do so as you need to. As always, refer to our on-line tutorial if you need help. 

 

Notes about our (slightly modified) Happy Home Block: 
 

Named by C Stone in 1906, the Happy Home block is a longtime favorite. The block appears 

frequently in many antique pieced quilts as well as in many contemporary quilt patterns. It has 

its roots in the various star designs found in traditional American patchwork. It is an easy pat-

tern to achieve and is always striking. It is a good block to have in your repertoire. 
 

We modified the simple square corner (A) and center (C) units by breaking them into quarters 

for a scrappier look. A simple 4 1/2-inch solid square could be used in those places for a less-

scrappy design, faithful to the original pattern. Feel free to move the A units around to see how 

the center changes with different colors. Audition different fabrics in different parts of each to 

see what you can come up with for a new look for this block.    
 

We found making this block was fun and easy. The large pieces make it a breeze to handle, 

sew, and press. We enjoyed rearranging the beiges in each corner to see what each new effect 

would be...we certainly wish you have fun as well. 

 

 

We would love to see your work! If you would like to send us photos to post in our on-line 

photo album ‘OUR READERS SHARE’, you may send them to us at we-

blog@erikhomemade.com. Please send your photos in jpeg format so that we may upload 

them for you. You are always welcome to send printed photos to be treasured in our studio’s 

photo album! 
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Make 4  B units and 1 center C unit that                   
                      measure  4 1/2-inch square 


