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Erik’s tips: 
 

There are fewer pieces and bias edges in this month’s block! If you have trouble, give the spray 

starch tip from last month a try. It really does help! Press your seams in the direction that will 

create the least bulk; press seams opposite. 
 

The heavy lines that run diagonally across the block diagram will help you construct the block; 

build the block in three rows, then sew together--a photo-tutorial on our website will also help. 
 

The straight-of-grain edges of the bias cut B/D triangles will be on the outside edges of the 

block, like last month’s block, to keep the block square. 
 

Use 1/4-inch seams and trim all of your threads and overhanging corner points as you sew.  
 

Don’t hesitate to cut new pieces if you need them! If you find yourself ripping a seam and it is 

getting a bit frayed, cut new pieces and start again. Keep working until you are happy with what 

you have done; the sense of accomplishment in the end will be a good one. 
 

Your finished block should measure 12 1/2-inches (unfinished). 

 
 

Notes about our (slightly modified) Boy’s Nonsense Block: 
 

As we have done before, we modified the original Boy’s Nonsense block credited to Ladies Art 

Company (1897) by making our C units scrappy.  The actual quilt will be very scrappy, so as in 

the Boston Star block last month, we felt that these rectangles would stand out too much if left a 

solid color. The strip pieced unit is larger than needed to avoid any tiny and unusual cutting 

measurements, and you may only need to trim a slight bit for them to fit. The original pattern 

called for these pieces to measure 3 5/16-inch wide! With the strip piecing, we found the blocks 

that we made while testing the pattern, a 3 1/4-inch width was fine--the piecing added enough 

stretch. Therefore, the finished C rectangles should measure 3 1/4-inch by 6 1/4-inch. Be sure 

to make tiny adjustments in your seam allowance or cutting measurements, if necessary, to 

make this piece to fit properly. If you want a less scrappy look, simply cut 3 1/4-inch (or 3 

5/16th!) by 6 1/4-inch rectangles in the strip pieced unit’s place. As before. we centered our  

C units by using the center seam of the middle strip matched to the point of the 4 1/2-inch back-

ground square. 
 

The block was further modified by dividing the D unit into 2 half-square triangles. We used two 

different blues for the scrappy look we like. The original block had a simple triangle in each 

corner; to replace these triangles with a solid one, cut 2 4 7/8-inch squares and cut them in half 

once on the diagonal to make all four corners.   
 

We hope these updates and modifications save the integrity of the original block while giving it 

a scrappy feel. 
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